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Recently, Ms. Kim, the chem-
istry teacher for the Com-
puter Science pathway, an-

nounced to her classes that she is 
not returning to Skyine this fall. 

 This came as a bit of a surprise 
to many, as she has been teach-
ing here for three years and been 
an inspiration for many of her stu-
dents.

As word of her planned depar-
ture spread, some students asked 
questions about why it was hap-
pening and what will happen to 
next year’s AP Chemistry class, 
which she currently teaches. 

Although there are still un-
known or undecided factors in 
play, this article will outline the 
situation, based on recent conver-
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SEE BATHROOMS, ON PAGE 2

Volunteers and participants had a great time. See story and more photos, page 9.

For the first months of school, there were difficult 
discussions about Skyline’s music director. There 
wasn’t one at the time, and Ms. Jack, a former 

Oakland Tech director, had to step in to run the pro-
gram temporarily.  

Finally, in December, 18 months after the previ-
ous director decided not to return just before school 
started, the position was filled by Adam Green, Skyline 
Class of 2011.

The benefits of hiring Mr. Green were on display 
during the spring concert in April, as both the jazz 
band and orchestra flourished under his direction, 
moving crisply through a range of pieces including fun 
songs like “Uptown Funk” by Bruno Mars and “Cele-
bration!” by Richard Meyers.

Some of Mr. Green’s goals for the music program 
are to have the program grow and to create an environ-
ment similar to the one he had at Skyline, one where 
students can learn to create meaning for themselves 
and to find strength in what they have to offer.  

“The music program from when I was at Skyline 
was large and flourishing.  It really created a lot of op-
portunities for students to grow, not only as musicians 
themselves, but to give them opportunities for leader-
ship and to really learn how to express ourselves.” said 
Mr. Green.

When asked why he came back to Skyline to teach, 

The morning is cold and wet, 
and students walk into the 
Rawley T. Farnsworth The-

atre. It’s Friday, April 5th, and 
multiple classes have come to see 
the student-led mental health as-
sembly put together by the Tertu-
lia Club, led by Jocelyn Garcia and 
Monica Pham. 

The club is focused on commu-
nity, and is open to everyone. They 
set up their assembly to raise more 
awareness for mental health. 

The assembly started with a 
music performance, and then the 
announcer/MC came out from be-
hind the curtain. 

While the assembly was about 
mental health, it was also focussed 
on how mental health can be ex-
pressed by art. 

“A lot of times, when some-
one is dealing with mental health 
challenges, they can’t put those 
thoughts and feeling into words,” 
said Monica Pham.   

Even though there were a few 
mistakes with the order of per-
formers, it was interesting. A poet 

Geared Up for Tech
Championship 
Grudge Match 
at Coliseum
By Ian Prchlik & Gavani Gillard

During the past few sea-
sons, the Skyline base-
ball team has struggled 

to maintain its place atop the 
OAL, as regular losses to Oak-
land Tech have stymied them 
in big games. 

However, this year’s team is 
stacked with seniors and seems 
to be a true contender — if not 
possibly a favorite — in this 
week’s championship game 
against the Bulldogs of Oak-
land Tech, to be played at the 
Oakland Coliseum on Wednes-
day, May 15, at 1 p.m. 

(The time was changed 
from the original of 4 p.m. due 
to weather forecast. Admission 
is free. Gates open at 1 p.m.)

This season for the Titans 

is unique in that the team carries 
a dozen seniors on the roster, af-
ter only having one on last year’s 
team. In an interesting twist, the 
team even managed to add mul-
tiple seniors who did not play last 
year for various reasons, including 
ineligibility, injury, or  choice.  

Once these seniors came back, 

Skyline's Myles Davis rounds third earlier this season. Supported by an influx of 
seniors, the varsity squad won the Oakland Athletic League regular season.

Music Program Bounces Back

they made an immediate im-
pact, taking a team that hob-
bled through last year with a 
sub .500 record to a title con-
tender and bonafide winning 
machine. 

Especially vital to the cause 

SEE BASEBALL, ON PAGE 12

Students 
Support 
Mental 
Health
Club's assembly 
shines light on  
overlooked issue
By Tessa Lee

Skyline grad is new director 
By Sofiamae Buenviaje

Poster 
Power

Special Olympics Comes to Skyline

Enough is enough: We 
are tired of not being 
heard and being ig-

nored about our safety. There 
is a big issue going on, and it’s 
the school bathrooms. They 
are never clean, and there 
aren’t enough janitors in 
the school to regularly clean 
them. 

Toilet 
Summit
Freshmen 
take action, 
demand better 
bathrooms
By Makalah Sampson and Evan Bryant

STUDENT VOICE

There are over 1600 kids 
at this school, while there are 
only two janitors: how can 
we expect the bathrooms to 
be properly cleaned? Urine 
is regularly on the floors, and 
there are broken toilets and 
faucets, and some bathrooms 
don’t have mirrors. Some 
of the bathrooms are even 
closed to students. 

The shortage of useable 
bathrooms severely affects 
students’ learning, because 
they’re taking more time out 
of class just to find an open 
bathroom, or are avoiding 
them altogether, which can 
cause health problems.

Frustrated by the situa-

Mr. Green said, “Well, it’s home. This is home for me. 
I went here myself.  And I grew and learned so much 
and got so much from my experience here. "

 "And one thing my parents definitely raised me 
with is the understanding that as you grow up and 
get more opportunities yourself, it's very important 
you don't forget where you come from and give back 
to that community you came from. What a better 
way then come back to the exact place and do that?”

‘Us’ Review
Jordan Peele film 
has many layers
By Jailyn Washington

Mr. Green has returned to the program that nutured him.

SEE MENTAL HEALTH, ON PAGE 2

If you haven’t seen the movie 
“Us” yet, where have you been? 
And if you have seen it, you 

might want to check it out again 
to notice things you might have 
missed. 

Jordan Peele’s thriller wasn’t 
like his previous smart horror flick, 
“Get Out,” but it was good in its 
own way, with many subliminal 
messages and a big plot twist. 

I enjoyed the “I Got 5 on It” re-
mix for the movie, and really liked 
how the movie took place locally, 
at Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, 
because it makes me want to take 
a trip there to visit. 

In fact, the film starts off as a 
young girl, Adelaide, wanders off 
from her parents at the Boardwalk 
to go into the mirror maze. 

SEE REVIEW, ON PAGE 4
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MENTAL HEALTH: Raising Awareness

Tertulia Club leaders Monica Pham 
and Joselyn Garcia during assembly.

for other activities, making some 
feel unsafe in them. Avoiding bath-
rooms for the entire school day can 
lead to anxiety, discomfort, dehy-
dration and hunger (if students 
avoid consuming in order to pre-
vent the need to use the toilet), 
and even serious bladder or bowel 
issues.

tion, freshmen from a class taught 
by Ms. Blumberg-Long have in re-
cent weeks been seeking a positive 
change on this issue. 

As a first step, a meeting was  
requested with school administra-
tors to see what could be done, and 
this past Friday, May 11, it took 
place. Ben Ong, one of the stu-
dents at the meeting, reported that 
Co-Principal Dr. D'Allesandro said 
that more money alone will not 
solve the problem. 

“It’s not about the resources, it’s 
about the people,” he quoted her as 
saying.

However, in our opinion, fund-
ing could and should be used on 
things like toilet paper, soap, pa-
per towels, and feminine hygiene 
products, and to hire more janitors 

talked about her experience with 
mental illness, and a short film 
showed a girl who was facing de-
pression and how she dealt with it.

Speakers talked about how even 
though you become an “adult” at 
18 your brain doesn’t stop devel-
oping until 25. The co-presidents 
showed the audience how to take 
care of yourself. There was even a 
dance break where a popular song 
by Blueface came on the speakers. 

While the assembly was inter-
esting, audience members had 
mixed feeling on it. “I felt like the 
mental health assembly was . . . 
very unorganized. The events were 
very sporadic. I was so confused 
about what was going on,” said an 
anonymous person. “The message 
they were trying to send kind of got 
lost.”   

To me, the assembly felt more 
like a much-needed introduction 
to a greater issue. However, even if 
there was mixed feeling on the as-
sembly, it did accomplish one of its 
goals; bringing awareness to men-
tal health issues. 

Over the past decade, rates of 
depression and suicidal thoughts 
have risen. While the rates aren’t 
extremely high, it’s still a signifi-
cant change. 

According to the Washington 

FROM MENTAL HEALTH, PAGE 1 Post, “in the past 10 to 12 years, the 
number of people reporting symp-
toms indicative of major depres-
sion increased 52 percent among 
12- to 17-year-olds and 63 percent 
among 18- to 25-year-olds; the 
rate for both groups is now 13.2 
percent. Serious psychological dis-
tress and suicide-related thoughts 
or actions also rose by 70 percent 
in young adults, from 7.7 percent 
to 13.1 percent.”  

Nearly five million kids have 
been diagnosed with mental dis-
orders today, which makes sense. 
School is a lot more stressful now, 
and “big” achievements don’t feel 
as big anymore. 

There’s a lot of pressure to do 
everything well, especially in high 
school. Social media has also been 
contributing to that. It’s easy to 
bully someone online or for some-
one to come across hurtful topics.

Overall, mental health prob-
lems are not decreasing, and it 
doesn’t seem that they will any 
time soon. 

While not everyone liked the 
mental health assembly, it was 
in some way necessary. Mental 
health problems affect a lot of peo-
ple, including Skyline students. 
If we don’t keep addressing and 
spreading awareness of this issue, 
it could get a lot worse. 

Organizers Explain Roots of Event

BATHROOMS: Students Demand Change
FROM BATHROOMS, PAGE 1

By Antwan Adams  

Before the Tertulia 
Club held an assem-
bly in the auditorium to 

raise awareness about men-
tal health, two of the organiz-
ers of the event, seniors Mon-
ica Pham and Joselyn Garcia, 
came to The Titan Times class 
to answer questions about the 
event's planning and purpose.  

“As far as we know, Skyline 
hasn't had that type of assembly 
or really brought any attention 
to mental health besides the 
the clinic here on campus," said 
Garcia. "So we decided that it 
was a good opportunity to, one, 
put are club name out there and 
also bring awareness to mental 
health, and we want to do this 
through expression."

Tertulia was founded a year 
ago as an inclusive, interactive 
club that allowed anybody on 
campus a place to discuss issues 
that concern them. 

With about 20 regular par-
ticipants, the meetings eventu-
ally focused on mental illness 
or disorders, and providing 
service and help to various hu-
manitarian organizations. 

“We didn't want people to 
feel like their the minority in 
the room. We wanted to talk 
about the stigmas around men-
tal health and show people that 
mental health isn't something 
small,” Pham said. 

Both leaders of the club, 
which is named after the Span-
ish word for "an informal meet-
ing of people to talk about cur-
rent affairs, arts, etc.," were 
presenters at the assembly, 
reading off a list of resources 
for those struggling with men-
tal or emotional issues. 

During our press confer-
ence, Pham and Garcia an-
swered more of our burning  
questions, including one on 
what inspired them to take on 
such a huge, challenging topic. 
For Joselyn, it was how the is-
sue had affected her personally.

“Well, having a family mem-
ber that does struggle with 
those challenges . . . it still has 
an effect on me," she said. “So 
that kind inspired me to bring 
awareness.” 

Both students were excep-
tionally verbose and articulate 
with their reasoning behind the 
formation of Tetrulia and the 

impact they hope it has on the 
school and community. 

All in all, they just wanted 
to be more involved with their 
community and see more in-
volvement from other students. 

“It's a student-organized 
club,” Pham emphasized. “We 
founded it ourselves, you know, 
so everything that we've done, 
we've, we've taken the initiative 
for everything.”

After getting a deeper un-
derstanding of mental health 
and disorders with Ms. Huang 
who helped debunk a lot of the 
stigmas around certain disor-
ders and illnesses, they noted 
that had sought and completed 
training from adult experts on 
the issue before deciding to do 
the assembly and an art show. 

 “I think that they doing this 
assembly is something really 
cool and good.” said Senior Jas-
mine Thornton. “I know a lot of 
people my age and younger who 
go through the stuff they talked 
about, so who knows how many 
more people go through it that I 
don't even know! It's sad that's 
it's our first one, it's such an im-
portant aspect of teenagers lives 
and should've been done early 
on. And since the founders are 
leaving it might fall through, 
but I'm still grateful and happy 
to see the work they did come 
to life.” 

Both Garcia and Pham are 
in fact graduating this year but 
they still hold a strong belief 
younger club members will help 
to carry on the legacy and fur-
ther push their hard work into 
the limelight. 

“That's why we did the work-
shops and that's why we're hav-
ing our club members step up 
for the assembly,” said Garcia. 
“To be able to take that leader-
ship and kind of get used to it.”

During the assembly, students were urged to come on stage and dance to model a 
healthy way to deal with anxiety, depression and other mood disorders. 

to make sure they are kept stocked 
and school security officers to keep 
the bathrooms from being trashed.

The lack of these basic resourc-
es make many students feel ex-
tremely disrespected, which then 
further decreases their motivation 
to take care of the bathrooms. 

The bathrooms come to be used 

According to a survey of Amer-
ica’s school nurses done by the 
Society for Women's Health Re-
search, 75 percent of these pro-
fessionals say they know students 
with bladder or bowel issues. How-
ever, in most schools, according to 
the report, America’s nurses say 
school bathrooms are generally 
clean and well-supplied, and the 
bigger problems come from teach-
ers not allowing students to leave 
class to use them. 

The same can not be said for 
Skyline’s restrooms, which are 
gross and frequently don’t have toi-
let paper or paper towels because 
of broken fixtures or vandalism. 

The persistence of this prob-
lem probably means it’s going to 
take all of us, students, teachers, 
and staff, to fix the issues with the 
bathrooms and keep them clean. 

Skyline bathrooms rarely have a stocked, functioning paper towel dispenser.

Student Election Results
ASB officers 
for 2018-19

President: Theodore Mates-
Muchin

Vice Pres.: Asata Spencer-
Gaillard

Treasurer: Erica Chau
Secretary: Trinity Hall
Publicist: Sean She
Athletics: Adira Perkins
Clubs: Mina Robitaille
Social Chair: Sierra Phillips-

Sailor
Alumni Liaison: (TBA)
Climate & Culture Builder:
Avelina Rivezzo-Weber
Yearbook Editor: (TBA)

Community Service: Amani 
Richardson

Senior Class President: He-
zekiah Pemberton

Senior Class Vice Pres.: Jes-
sica Contillo

Senior Secretary: (TBA)
Senior Treasurer: (TBA)
Junior President: Leah 

Schlageter
Junior Vice Pres.: Maya 

Lugue
Junior Secretary: Natalia 

Baldares
Junior Treasurer: Marnie 

Cavanaugh
Sophomore President: Ga-

briella Griffiths
Other positions are all TBA.

skylinetitantimes.com
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Skyline Losing Its Star Librarian
Mr. Bloomfield 
fondly recalls his 
12 years here

FROM CHEMISTRY, PAGE 1

By Noah Mitchell

For anyone who has strolled 
into the library to escape the 
rain on a rainy day, or to get 

away from all of the commotion 
outside, you might have crossed 
paths with a man by the name of 
Christopher Bloomfield.

Many students may be unaware 
that he is responsible for putting 
together the poems in multiple 
languages and paint job inside the 
library. 

“Right when I came in, I got 
about $12,000 to do the painting 
and get the poems students see up 
on the walls,” he said. “I am very 
proud of that, and I will continue to 
be proud of that, but there’s always 
room for more improvement.”

After lunch in an effort to get 
students to their next period, 
Bloomfield pulls out his guitar and 
sings the infamous fifth-period 
song. 

“I enjoy playing music in my 
free time. Right now I am focused 
on the guitar,” he said.

Although he is currently Sky-
line’s librarian, this will not be the 
case for next school year. 

“I will be moving to the Repub-
lic of Cyprus [an island nation in 
the Mediterranean Sea] and I will 
be teaching elementary special ed-
ucation at the American Interna-
tional School of Cyprus.”

For Bloomfield, this will be a re-
turn to form so to speak. Before be-
coming Skyline’s librarian, Bloom-
field was in the special ed world as 
a case manager. 

“I was in the special day class 
program that later became a re-
source program,” he said.

Bloomfield strongly believes 
that Skyline’s strength is in its fac-
ulty. 

“The teachers who work here 
are consistently hard-working and 
collaborate well,” he said. “We 
have the strongest special ed pro-

gram in the city and we have the 
faculty to thank for that more than 
anything.”

When asked about his big move, 
he replied, “I am very much so 
looking forward to this move. Not 
because of any distaste that I have 
of Skyline, I love this place,” he 
said. 

“This is my twelfth year here. 
I’ve seen three freshmen-to-senior 
classes pass through here, but I am 
excited for something new and to 
live in a new country.”

For him and his family, Bloom-
field is hoping forward to a bright 
future. 

“Health, happiness, and pros-
perity. I’m just looking for my kids 
to have the same opportunities 
that I had and then some, with 

A special education teacher at Skyline for years, Mr. Bloomfield led a rehabilitation project for the library when he took it over, and also popularized chess on campus.

clean water to drink and clean air 
to breathe,” he said.

While reflecting on his favor-
ite moment at Skyline, Bloomfield 
mentioned the prom ticket chess 
tournament. 

“The very first year I was in 
the library, about three years ago, 
we had a 65-person chess tourna-
ment. It was awesome. The semifi-
nals and finals were fantastic and 
very well attended outside during 
lunch.” 

As for one of his least favorite 
moments Bloomfield recalled two 
schoolwide incidents. 

“The bomb threats and the 
gas leaks were a bit scary because 
things in both cases could have 
gone bad, but ultimately it turned 
out to be a nice day in the sun-

shine.”
In his absence, Bloomfield’s 

hope is that students find the val-
ue and see the importance in their 
education. 

“This is your chance to seize an 
opportunity. You can always get 
more with more education and 
success in the education world,” he 

said. “I hope they recognize what 
they’re doing here.”

It is currently unknown if the 
librarian position will be filled or 
not, but Bloomfield wants to see 
a better policy put in place on re-
turning library books. 

“We have a lot of good books 
that have not made it back. Now 
the next group of students won’t 
get to read those books.” 

Finally, when asked if there was 
anything he would like to tell Sky-
line and it’s students, he said, “The 
students here are awesome. Sky-
line has the same troubles that any 
other high school has, but the kids 
are all good kids.” 

“Skyline has been a wonderful 
community for me and my family, 
and I wish it all the best.” 

“The students here 
are awesome. Skyline 
has the same troubles 

that any other high 
school has, but the kids 

are all good kids.”

sations with Kim and one of the 
principals, Ms. D'Allesandro.

The reason for Ms. Kim’s leav-
ing is a bit more complicated than 
expected. 

A while back, she said, she had 
planned to leave the Bay Area in or-
der to support her parents in south-
ern California, who had decided to 
retire and move elsewhere. 

She submitted her letter of res-
ignation to the school district — 
much earlier than required, ac-
cording to Mr. Scheer, a union site 
representative familiar with the 
situation. 

By the time the family situa-
tion changed and she decided she 
would like to stay after all, Ms. Kim 
no longer had a guaranteed posi-
tion at Skyline or in OUSD, he said. 

At different points this semes-
ter, admininistrators have told 
both Ms. Kim and union represen-
tatives they would like to keep her 
teaching here, but it is unclear if 
that ship has sailed because of bud-
get cuts being implemented.

Specifically, in making the mas-
ter schedule for 2019-20, adminis-
trators decided the school would 
need to make do with one less 
chemistry teacher.  

CHEMISTRY: Admin Says AP Class Will Continue
The decision for this came from 

consideration about the budget 
and the decline in enrollment, pre-
dicting that less students will en-
roll at Skyline next we were bud-
geted for this year. 

Beyond their support for Ms. 
Kim, the cut of a chemistry teach-
er position has caused concern for 
some students, as well. 

Students in the Computer Sci-
ence Academy that plan to take 

chemistry will instead be consoli-
dated with other pathway chemis-
try classes, which weakens some of 
the benefits of the academy struc-
ture. Many of these teachers will 
have full schedules and so the class 
sizes are likely to become larger. 

Ms. Kim expressed her con-
cern over the amount of students: 
“Overall, there always tend to [be] 
a large number of repeats,” she 
said, referring to students who 

must re-take the class to graduate.
She predicts that there will be 

more students that the district will 
not account for, although it should 
be considered that many students 
will drop out of the class in the first 
few weeks. 

However, the fact that the class-
es will be larger comes with its own 
concerns. Larger classes means 
that each student will have less 
support, individually. 

“These [administrators] in the 
district are not thinking about the 
students,” remarked Ms. Kim. 

As for AP Chemistry, the 
class will still be offered next 
year for anyone planning to take 
it, confirmed Co-Principal Dr. 
D’allesandro. 

However, it is has not been re-
vealed who will teach it, and, with 
32 students already signed up for 
the class, this decision will be im-
pactful. 

One discussed possibility for 
the next year is assigning the po-
sition of the AP Chemistry teach-
er to a (new) Physiology teacher, 
as all the other chemistry teachers 
would have full schedules.

Ms. Kim has said she was of-
fered the opportunity to remain as 
a Physiology teacher, but she wa-
vered because she wanted to con-

tinue teaching chemistry, which is 
what she has a credential to teach. 

In a discussion after school on 
May 11, Dr. D’allesandro suggested 
the school is still making attempts 
to keep her. As of presstime, how-
ever, Ms. Kim expects she won’t be 
back next year.

 “I take this as an opportunity to 
branch out,” she said. 

Ms. Kim also addressed larg-
er problems she has experienced 
teaching at Skyline, particular-
ly the lack of support for science 
courses, which says limits their ed-
ucational quality. 

“I feel like I’ve been burned a 
lot… the work that I do here isn’t 
supported,” she said. “It’s sad that 
the school doesn’t even create a 
[supplies, equipment, etc.] budget 
for science.” 

While she continued to put her 
own money into resources for her 
students, it was not enough, she 
said.  She believes all students have 
the potential to succeed in science 
but they don’t get enough support 
from the district.

“It’s about keeping students in 
class, it’s not [just] about providing 
better education,” argued Ms. Kim. 
“For the three years I’ve been here, 
I have never had anyone step into 
my class and ask ‘what’s wrong’.” 

Ms. Kim is sad to have lost her chemistry position at Skyline, but says, “I take this 
as an opportunity to branch out.”
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REVIEW: ‘Us’ Raises Deep Questions 
Then the movie cuts to the pres-

ent day, where Adelaide, played 
by Kenyan-Mexican actress Lupita 
Nyong'o, is a now a mother taking 
her own family to Santa Cruz, ner-
vous because of the “trauma” she 
has had in the past. When they get 
to their home they see “the Teth-
ered,” which are their dopplegang-
ers -- an identical match for each of 
the four family members -- stand-
ing ready to kill them, as is happen-
ing all over the country simultane-
ously.

The movie did have a few 
jumpscares but to me it was more 
funny than scary. The characters 
were comical, especially the father, 
Gabe, when he came out the house 
swinging the bat at the tethered. 

The plot twist at the end, how-

ever, had me shook, when we 
found out one of the main charac-
ters is not who you think they are. 
At the end of the movie I was actu-
ally confused, though, and had so 
many questions, so I am going to 
explain some of it based on what I 
have read and my own analysis, es-
pecially of the metaphors and hid-
den meanings, which Peele has ad-
mitted he added intentionally.

"Everything in this movie was 
deliberate, that is one thing I can 
guarantee you,” the movie’s di-
rector told Mashable. “Unless you 
didn't like something and that was 
a complete accident."

For example, he said, the rab-
bits that appear in the beginning 
were put in the movie because 
“they’re scary -- they have the 
brain of a sociopath.” I think it also 
represents Adelaide being caged 
and enslaved. 

As for the Tethered, they are liv-
ing doubles, obviously, but I want-
ed to know where they had came 
from. Long story short, they were 
a failed government experiment 
that was supposed to invade and 
control the American people but 
when the project was abandoned 
they were forgotten and stayed un-
derground. 

I also wanted to know why all 
the tethered were holding hands 
at the end. It apparently is  repre-
sented the event “Hands Across 
America” which actually happened 

in 1986 to raise money and aware-
ness of homelessness, hunger and 
poverty. Perhaps Peele wanted to 
represent how homelessness, hun-
ger and poverty affect the under-
class of America, who are “haunt-
ing” the rich people who are 
attacked in the film. 

The numbers “11:11,” repeat-
edly shown in the movie, were 
also not a coincidence -- Jeremi-
ah 11:11 is a Bible verse which is 
translated in the King James Ver-

By Jordyn Davis

The latest and greatest Aveng-
ers movie made me feel like 
an emotional wreck, as it 

took turns being funny and beauti-
ful, inspiring and happy, scary and 
sad.

Sometimes, though, it was just 
boring. This is a long movie!

If you forgot or never watched 
the earlier movies in the series, 
this is the final chapter in battle be-
tween the evil space being known 
as Thanos, who wants to kill ex-
actly half of all life in the universe. 
The Avengers, and all their friends 
and frenemies, team up for the last 
time to stop him.

Things I liked:
Ant Man time traveling was so 

funny. He got turned into a kid and 
old man and a baby. Then he came 
back to his normal self. 

I loved the ending. Captain 

FROM REVIEW, PAGE 1 sion as, “Therefore thus saith the 
LORD, Behold, I will bring evil 
upon them, which they shall not 
be able to escape; and though they 
shall cry unto me, I will not hear-
ken unto them.” I think this rep-
resents what Red believes she will 
do for the Tethered when they plan 
their breakout. 

My personal opinion is that I be-
lieve “Get Out” is the better movie, 
only because the meaning of the 
movie was more clear to me, and 

the tension between white Amer-
ica and Black America and how 
white Americans continue to abuse 
the Black race as long as they stay 
in “the sunken place” are both so 
real. I’m not saying “Us” is not real, 
because it does have true mean-
ings but, I feel like the message of 
“Get Out” is facts and it needed to 
be a film, period. 

In conclusion, “Us” is also a 
great movie and you should see it  
if you haven’t already.

This scene from comedian-turned-filmmaker Jordan Peele's new movie may or may not relate to a big plot twist.

‘Avengers: Endgame’ an Emotional Ride
Warning: There 
are SPOILERS in 
this review of the 
closing chapter of 
the Thanos story 

America was supposed to time 
travel and Bucky and Falcon won-
der what happened. They found 
him as an old man. Captain Amer-
ica sat by the lake and gave Falcon 
his shield. 

My favorite part of the ending 
was Captain America dancing to 
’50s music with Peggy Carter.

My favorite character is Black 

Widow, because she’s the strongest 
woman, with great fighting skills, 
but also is a heartwarming person 
and cares for her team. 

I think it was important how the 
revived other Avengers by defeat-
ing Thanos. Happy Hogan talking 
to Iron Man's daughter about mem-
ories about him time traveling, and 
Nebula finding more about Tha-

nos, were also great scenes.
Things I didn't like:
Iron Man dying, his long fu-

neral and the overall length of the 
movie. I was getting bored, even 
though this was overall a good 
movie. 

I also didn’t like seeing Black 
Widow die and get dropped to the 
ground. 

Another spoiler: Nebula works on her daddy issues in this latest Marvel blockbuster.

SPOILERS below
By Antwan Adams 

The final season of “Game of 
Thrones” is currently airing 
on HBO, and is packed with 

all sorts of action and spontaneity, 
starting with the first episode. 

Some of the most notable 
changes to this season are hinted in 
by the new intro. We are normally 
used to seeing all parts of Westeros 
being shown on the map through 
the flipping crown and the various 
homes of our beloved houses, but 

‘Game of Thrones’ Final Season Starts Strong
this one was … different. 

Instead of a complete wall it is 
a broken one, signifying the white 
walkers and Night King finally 
making their way north. Transi-
tions from Winterfell to King's 
Landing also stand out, with a 
more detailed interior view of the 
buildings. 

The episode was quite quick 
and could be entirely understood 
by only watching a few of the pro-
motional trailers. Everything that 
was expected was already either 
assumed or seen in the trailers 
which is actually a good and bad 

thing. 
On the upside, it gives us more 

to look forward to and leaves us 
completely in the dark, making 
this season that much more capti-
vating. On the downside: No Ghost 
and no certainty of what is to 
come (except, of course, the Night, 
which is dark and full of terrors). 

In the episode, we are first in-
troduced to a young boy running 
around town trying to get a glimpse 
of the Unsullied army making their 
way into Winterfell. This is a paral-
lel with a season 1 scene in which 
Brandon Stark climbed up a build-

ing to see King Robert’s army. 
The Northerners are quite cold 

towards Daenerys and Jon’s new 
alliance, until Drogon and Rhaegal 
make their entrance, leaving every 
man, woman, and child starstruck 
or completely terrified. 

Daenerys meets the last of 
the Star children (with an absent 
Arya) and is again met with the ice 
of the north from our lady Sansa 
Stark. Bran ends this painful scene 
with succinct rhetoric “We don't 
have time for this. The NIght King 
has your dragon.”

Further South we are met with 

a happy then disgruntled Cersei 
when she learns that the wall has 
fallen and the Golden Company 
failed to bring over their elephants 
(a real bummer). 

She finally seals the deal with 
Euron, out of safety one can as-
sume. Let’s not forget she is preg-
nant with her brother’s baby, being 
with Euron for a night could solid-
ify their arrangement and lead to a 
whole bunch of other prizes for our 
true Queen (long may she reign!). 

Overall, this episode was real-
ly good. And it had its funny mo-
ments, like Dragon staring at Jon 
as he kissed Daenerys, and Tor-
mund yelling that he's always had 
blue eyes.

Summer 
Blockbusters
Rocketman (May 31) 
Ma (May 31)
Aladdin (May 24) 
John Wick 3 (May 17)
The Sun is Also a Star (May 17)
Godzilla: King of the 
Monsters (May 31)
Rocketman (May 31)
Dark Phoenix (June 7) 
Men in Black: Internat. (June 14)
Child’s Play (June 21)
Toy Story 4 (June 21)
Spider Man: Far from 
Home (July 5)
The Lion King (July 19)
Once Upon a Time in Hollywood 
(July 26)
Fast & Furious Presents: Hobbes 
and Shaw (August 2)
The New Mutants (August 2) 
Yesterday (June 28)
The Secret Life of Pets 2 (June 7) 
Shaft (June 14) 
Annabelle Comes Home (June 28)
21 Bridges (July 12) 
It Chapter Two (September 6) 
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A staple on the 
internet, many 
may not really 
understand it
By Thienan Nguyen

From the earliest days of the 
internet, memes have been 
a staple of online activities. 

They wield the capacity to reach 
large amounts of people every-
where. But what constitutes as 
a meme and what is the hidden 
meaning behind fan favorite inter-
net trends? 

Think about it for a moment … 
I am sorry to disappoint you but 
there is often no meaning behind 
memes. 

Anything can be a meme. As 
long as it is viral and can spread 
quickly to a large amount of peo-
ple, it is a meme. That is the formal 
definition of a meme. One can even 
consider me spreading this infor-
mation to you as an attempt at cre-
ating a meme. 

However, a question that we 
can address is: “Why does a meme 
get popular?” 

One theory is that memes reso-
nate with people on a personal lev-
el. The meme could be addressing 
a current event or a common fact 
that people can relate with.

 Ever seen those “When you….” 
followed by a picture of an action 

or reaction? Those are the kind of 
memes that aim to reach people on 
a personal level by introducing re-
latable situations or problems.

In this day and age, they don’t 
get very far. In the past such 
memes would be very popular as 
meme culture was only starting to 
bloom. “Bad Luck Brian” or “Suc-
cess Baby” did well in that age, 
however, they would not survive 
in today's much faster, complex 
meme economy. 

Another theory is that memes 
are popular because they are comi-
cal and are shared because peo-
ple find them funny. These kind 
of memes could be “Gotcha” mo-
ments, such as getting Rick Rolled, 
or they could be making fun of 
people for doing stupid things. 

However, the theory that I be-
lieve and support is that memes 
are generally meaningless and that 
people just want to be part of a 
common culture because it’s fun to 
be involved in something that oth-
ers know about. This can be seen in 
memes such as “Big Chungus.” He 
has no meaning and is just an im-
age of a fat Bugs Bunny. So it’s real-
ly a mystery on why memes spread 
so quickly.

Many people who know about 
memes have a distaste for them. 
This is the case with a few of my 
interviewees. The first person I in-
terviewed on the topic, who will be 
referred to as M.L., as they wished 
to remain anonymous, believes 

Summer 
Break 
Ideas
Fun things to 
do when things 
get (too) slow
By Tessa Lee

Summer break is a little more 
than two months of no 
school. For most of us, that 

means a time of sleeping late, no 
homework, and not having to trek 
up the hill every morning. 

However, this can also be a time 
of boredom, especially if you’re not 
traveling or don't have something 
else to do. By the end of break, 
you may even want to go back to 
school, if only to see more frineds. 

So, what are some fun things to 
do over summer break? 

One thing you can do is swim. 
Swimming is exercise, a great way 
to cool down in the summer heat, 
and a way to have fun. It’s a clas-
sic summer activity that you can do 
with your friends or family.

Speaking of swimming, why not 
go to the beach? Summer weath-
er is perfect for the beach. Lay-
ing next to the cool ocean as the 
waves hit the shore. As the crash-
ing sounds get louder and louder, 
the breeze of the ocean gets stron-
ger. You look up to see a tsunami 
heading in your general direction. 

If you don’t want that to hap-
pen and have your summer ruined, 
why not do something else? Like go 
a haunted house. It’s spooky and 
fun, a great thing to do if you’re not 
in a summer-y mood. 

Not up to being social? Watch 
a movie! There are some great 
movies coming out in the next 
few months (see our list, oppo-
site page). Matinees are $6 at the 
Grand Lake Theater. Netflix is al-
ways an option. too; “Stranger 
Things” season 3 arrives in July. 

Another fun thing to do by your-
self is cook/bake. You don’t need to 
be Gordon Ramsay to make some 
delicious snacks. Homemade ice 
cream is cold, sugary, and relative-
ly easy to make — you can find in-
structions all over the internet — 
and sweet, healthy fruit smoothies 
are even easier.  

Some other options are water-
melon, lemonade, kabobs, barbe-
cue, soda, shaved ice, and pizza. 
Selling cold lemonade or hot cook-
ies are also good ways to make a 
little money.  

If you’re up for a fun activity 
with friends, go to a county fair. 
Seriously: They’re usually cheaper 
than amusement parks while still 
being fun. They’re also much clos-
er. The Alameda County Fair runs 
June 14-July 7 in Pleasanton. 

Maybe you’ll want to do some-
thing that’s more educational or 
that would look good on college 
applications. If so, look for a job, 
internship or volunteer opportuni-
ty. Summer classes also look good 
on your applications. 

Speaking of applications, you 
could start on your college applica-
tions if you’re going to be a senior 
next year. You can never start too 
early. 

The most horrible thing about 
summer, besides when it gets re-
ally hot, is boredom. Hopefully, 
these suggestions will help you if 
you have nothing to do. 

If they don’t work, be grate-
ful anyway. Because when school 
starts, you’ll be counting down the 
days until the next break.   

We should 
tolerate different 
ideologies, allow 
our beliefs to 
be challenged
By Thienan Nguyen

Skyline, like so many other 
schools and education sys-
tems in the East Bay, is well 

known for being politically left, 
and California is an increasingly 
liberal state. 

Once a marjoity Republican 
state decades, about 44 percent of 
registered voters are now Demo-
crats and only 29 percent are Re-
publicans. Nearly all elected offi-
cials in the Bay Area and statewide 
are  currently Democrats, and in 
the Bay Area people are far more 
likely to support Bernie Sanders 
than Donald Trump. 

Given all this, so it is no surprise 
that many students at Skyline rare-
ly, if ever, have their political be-

True Diversity Of Opinions Needed
liefs challenged.

While this may not be an issue 
for many people, most of whom 
couldn’t care less about politics, it 
becomes a large problem when it 
leads to intolerance. 

It is, surprisingly, common for-
even moderatately conservative 
public speaker to have people pro-
testing their appearance in public 
venues or uni-
versities, or have 
to have been de-
nied a place to 
speak, because 
their opinions 
are considered 
unacceptable.

An example 
of this is Jordan 
Peterson, a fairly moderate psy-
chology professor who recently 
was disinvited from Cambridge 
University for allegedly “endors-
ing” Islamophobia, despite being 
an avowed opponent of hate. 

This lack of willingness to en-
gage with or allow open discussion 
with people one disagrees with 
sends a worrying message: That 

those those with the “wrong” opin-
ion will be silenced or ignored. 

Although Skyline isn’t well 
known for being intolerant, the 
students are often stuck in an ide-
ological echo chamber as, for the 
most part, they are only exposed to 
more liberal or left opinions. 

“We have diversity on the left-
side of the spectrum,” said Mr. 

Johnson, a social 
studies teacher 
and well-known 
m o d e r a t e . 
“There should 
be more diverse 
thoughts.”

H o w e v e r 
many people 
share similar ex-

periences and, especially in the 
Bay Area, are taught similar ideol-
ogies which makes having diversi-
ty of opposing opinions or analysis 
a challenge.

Despite this, Skyline and many 
other schools should aim to expose 
students to the real range of opin-
ions and ideas, and teach them to 
consider other opinions and be 

open to discussions about such 
topics. 

“I think it’s important for peo-
ple to understand the different 
sides of things before they criticize 
things blindly,” concurred Skyline 
Senior Lucas MacHardy. 

“I don’t think either side is fully 
correct with what they believe … 
you have to take the good and the 
bad.” 

People should not be disregard-
ed as racist or sexist or any other 
label simply for having different, 
or even unpopular, opinions. Most 
importantly, they should not be si-
lenced or ignored.

 This applies to both sides; how-
ever, for the Bay Area, it mainly 
holds true for more conservative 
views, those are the ones that li-
able to get shouted down or sup-
pressed.

Conversation, after all, is part 
of society, and remains an effec-
tive way to share ideas. Students 
should be educated to have discus-
sions and accept that their views 
will be challenged, else they will 
grow to be intolerant or hateful.

Meme Culture and What Makes it Tick

that memes are “questionable at 
best.” 

Arguing that the only reason 
somes memes get popular is be-
cause “dumb people popularize 
them,” M.L., however, understands 
a lot of popular memes and knows 
their origin. They stated that 
memes die when, “any adult over 
the age of 35 does it, it’s dead.”

This is a generally accepted 
statement. Usually, when someone 
older attempts to use memes, they 
come off as lame or “cringy.”  

The second person I inter-
viewed, L.R., believes that, “A bad 
meme is one that makes no sense 
whatsoever out of context.”

break from what’s going on in the 
world right now.”

As quickly as they appear, 
memes die off even faster, never 
to be seen again. What is left be-
hind is a hollow husk of its former 
self puppeted by the most desper-
ate of people. Where a decade ago 
a popular meme might last years, 
now some meme communities 
run them into the ground in mere 
hours.

A meme lasting for too long 
will become cringy or very annoy-
ing. When people no longer find a 
meme funny or entertaining, it ei-
ther dies all alone or lives on as an 
embarrassment to those who still 
employ it. 

There is often no tell for when 
a meme dies, it just slowly fades 
away over time. A meme is im-
mortalized in meme history if it 
reached enough people. 

Memes have possibly become 
both one of the most beloved and 
most hated part of the internet.
However, their ability to spread 
quickly and reach so many just 
shows how powerfully the internet 
connects us all together, whether 
that is a good thing or not. 

We can never truly know what 
memes will rise to the top or be-
come popular or how long they 
will last. However through experi-
ence and past memes, we may be 
able to predict what memes may 
rise in the future.

That concludes our analysis on 
a core instrument of internet cul-
ture. 

Total Annihilation of the Dab, Circa 2016 Colorized.

For the most 
part, this point is 
valid. If I were to 
quote a meme from 
the past, such as 
“Philosoraptor“ or 
“Pool’s Closed,” 
most people 
wouldn’t get it. 

“Memes are a 
dumb byproduct of 
this generation.” 
L.R. concluded.

The last person 
I interviewed, L.T., 
had a slightly differ-
ent opinion the the 
others. 

“Memes are 
pointless but they 
are also really fun-
ny. That’s why I like 
them,” L.T. said. 
“They are a good This is a “Big Chungus” meme varient that makes a complex statement on the meaning of life. Not. 
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Take community college 
classes! Omg, they'll help 

you in the long run! 

(Joselyn Garcia)

Don't be scared to take 
AP classes! I made that 

mistake too many times. 

(Mei Wessling)

Be nice to Mr. Johnson 
because he’s like 

human, too. 

(Ricky Martinez)

Grades aren't everything, 
they're the only thing.

 (Ricky Martinez)

There is no need to 
argue or be right, just 

graduate and move on. 

(Ricky Martinez)

Don't compromise your 
beliefs to please anyone. 

Just stay who you are.

(Jonathan Piper)

The homework can be 
a lot but it will all be 

worth it when you get 
your diploma in your 

hand. Also, stay focused!

(Danetta Hardeman)

If you can start your 
senior capstone early, 

start it now! But always 
remember to enjoy 
the time you have! 

(Elijhna McLin)

One thing I've learned 
from high school is 
that in order to find 

the right people, you 
have to stop trying to 

be the right person. Be 
who you are and your 
people will find you. 

(Leah Sarber)

6 | Seniors

Keep going and do not 
let anyone prevent you 

from succeeding. Things 
happen for a reason 
and it will all reveal 

itself in the future. Keep 
it real and positive. 
You're meant to be 
something, so be it. 

(Fahina Lauti)

Make sure you create 
good relationships 
with your teachers!

(Quest Dibley)

Stay on top of your 
work! It is so easy to 

fall behind due to the 
stress of college apps 
and senior projects.

 (Candice Turner)

Enjoy life and high 
school is just a small 
part of your journey.

 (Fatima Kelley)

Take advantage of 
opportunities like 

internships, college 
prep programs, after- 

school programs, 
and clubs before you 

get to senior year. 

 (Jasmine Thornton)

If you wanna go to 
college, take AP 

classes and do tons 
of extracurriculars. 

#SATscoresdon'tmatter

 (Lula Desta)

High school isn't hard, 
You just have to be 

able to balance school 
and having fun. Be 

involved with school 
activities and dont 

think you're too good 
to participate in them! 

(Loryn Hall)

Literally, just worry 
about yourself. Do NOT 

take a class or stay 
in one because your 
friends are in. Don't 
downgrade yourself; 
Don't be complacent; 
Take charge and never 

settle for anything below 
the very best of what 

you know you deserve. 
Not everyone can handle 

being at the top, but l 
promise, it’ll be worth 

it. Trust me, I know. 

(Antwan Adams) 

Don't fall for these senior 
boys! (Jaela Sanders)

Even though you're in the 
beginning of your high 
school career, try your 
best every step of the 

way because it can really 
help you later on in life. 

(Jaela Sanders)

Its okay to fail, failure 
doesn't mean you haven't 

succeeded or made 
it through, it means 
there's an obstacle 
you must overcome 
to push yourself and 

make yourself stronger. 
Success is when you have 

to overcome failure.

 (Demetri Freeman)

1.) Don't get into any 
drama or beef, 2.) Don't 
procrastinate, 3.) Reach 
out for help to outside 

sources, 4.) Enjoy 
yourself! Time goes fast 
and your only so young 
before you're not. Oh, 

and take an AP class that 
inspires and interests 

you, not just for credit. 

(Wenying Situ)

Find a support group!

 (Amy White)

Senior Advice
The Graduating Class of 2019 imparts their 

wisdom to those who come after

Collected by Antwan Adams & Jaela Sanders



TheTitanTimes     May 20197 |  Seniors

Skyline 
Prom 

2019



May 2019TheTitanTimes     8 | Art

Oakland Poster Contest Winners



TheTitanTimes     May 20199 | Sports

Inclusive 
model allows 
all students to 
participate
Courtesy of the school website and Ms. Rivezzo

On April 16, Skyline's stu-
dents with moderate to se-
vere disabilities partnered 

with leadership students to play 
Unified Basketball Special Olym-
pics.  

The Special Olympics of North-
ern California has moved to an in-
clusive model. Their core belief is 
that students with special needs 
benefit the most from playing right 
alongside their peers.

  This is a perfect fit, as Skyline 

While still losing 
more than they 
win, hopes rise
By Ian Prchlik

The boys soccer team had a 
2019 season which many 
would consider an unre-

markable. A  record, of 3-6-2 (three 
wins, five losses, and two ties) is 
not the ideal way to end the year 
but it was actually a significant im-
provement over the previous one.

The season started uninspir-
ingly with a 2-0 loss to DeAnza, but 
that was followed by the first win 
of the season versus Oakland High. 

From there the Titans had a 
rough time of it, not earning a win 
in the next five games before deal-
ing resounding blow against Cas-
tlemont on January 29.

While many teams would wish 
for better results than these, it is a  
significant improvement over last 
years dismal final record of 0-9-3.

Boys Soccer Sees Big Improvement This Year
This improvement has been sig-

nificant, as the losses Skyline has 
suffered have also been less atro-
cious than last year's; the defense 
gave up four or more goals six 
times in 2017-18, whereas this year 
they have only given up four goals 
once, in a 4-0 loss to rival Oakland 
Tech.  

In fact, sophomore left back 
Miles Bond had a jarringly positive 
take on the teams improvement.  
When asked about their chances at 
winning the league championship, 
Bond asserted that, “Confidence is 
key.” 

“I think we have a sure shot at 
winning it,” he added.

The Bulldogs, though were the 
defending OAL champions and 
were on a tear all season, winning 
eight of their first nine games out-
right.

In the end, despite Bond's bra-
vado, the Bulldogs repeated as 
OAL champions again this year af-
ter the Titans lost in the first round 
of the OAL playoffs and Tech beat 
Madison Park to win again.  Not confused by the football field markings, a Titan player shows perfect form for making a long pass at a home game. 

Special Olympics Event Returns to Campus
is a flagship inclusion school. The 
23 leadership students also par-
ticipated in a training prior to the 
event and were an integral part of 
the day's success. Five moderate-
to-severe classes participated.

Opening ceremonies with a 
reading of the Special Olympics 
oath: “Let me win, but if I cannot 
win let me be brave in the attempt.”

This was followed by a torch 
walk around the gym to kick off 
the celebration. 

Students then rotated amongst 
the six stations with two leader-
ship students running each station.  

After training, it was time for 
the games! Students, teachers and 
staff all played together! So many 
smiles and high-fives! The day cul-
minated with an awards ceremony 
where everyone was recognized, 
earning a medal and a ribbon.   

 

Supported by student volunteers (in yellow vests), the disabled athletes practiced 
skills at six different training stations in the Skyline gym.
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Softball Soars But Still Can't Overcome Tech

Success built 
on training 
like Marines
By Ian Prchlik

Over the past few years, the 
Skyline wrestling team 
has become accustomed to 

seasons that many would consider 
amazing.  They have won the OAL 
championship multiple years in a 
row and are looking to repeat as 
champions in the 2019 season.

However, this year got off to a 
rough start when it was discovered 
last August that OAL was dropping 
the sport from his schedules.

“We are just grateful [the team 
is still] here because it was one of 
the programs that was cut from 
the school due to the budget cuts," 
agreed sophomores Cuauhtemoc 
Gonzalez and Felipe Legaspi in a 
recent interview.

Gonzalez, Legaspi and other Ti-
tan wrestlers successfully qualified 
for the state championships in Ba-
kersfield, despite barely being los-
ing the OAL championship to the 
Oakland Wildcats on February 8. 

 Gonzalez attributes the team's 
competitive ability to a strong work 
ethic at the heart of the program. 

“We work harder than the other 
schools in the OAL,” he said, going 
so far as to that the team's train-
ing program is “comparable to the 
[United States] Marines.”

The part of wrestling that 
makes the sport unique is that 
matches and the season’s sched-

Winners, but not 
yet champions
By Joshua Robertson & Ian Prchlik

In recent years, the Skyline 
softball team has become ac-
customed seasons one could 

call “good”, but they have always 
lacked one thing: The ability to 
beat rival Oakland Tech and win 
the OAL championship.

In fact, they have managed to 
reach the OAL championship mul-
tiple years in a row but have con-
tinually come up short in the big 
game.

So far this year the softball 
team as been putting football num-
bers on the opponents, common-
ly beating teams by scoring 15-20 
runs in a single game. Examples of 
include a 20-3 demolition of Oak-
land High, and a 17-3 beatdown of 
KIPP King to advance to the OAL 
section final.  

This letdown cam after a long, 
and mostly successful season that 

saw the Titans go 12-7 and 6-2 
in league and secure a spot in the 
Championship game versus the de-
fending champion, Tech.

Unfortunately, the Titans came 
up short once again on May 9th 
during a 5-1 loss at the hands of 
the Bulldogs, who finished league 
play undefeated.  

The season started with their 
out-of-league games, where the Ti-
tans went 6-5, picking up quality 
wins against the likes of Miramon-
te, San Lorenzo, Kennedy, Head 
Royce, and Campolindo.  The Ti-
tans were even better in OAL play, 
going 6-2.

One hopeful, unique aspect 
of this team is that the team’s top 
pitcher, Alia Mesker-Irwin, as well 
as her battery-mate in starting 
catcher Cecelia Thomsak, are both 
freshmen. 

 Those two freshmen led the 
team and along with a support-
ing cast of well-rounded returners, 
will look to build off of this year 
and make another run at the cham-
pionship next year. The Titan softball team went 12-7, overall, in 2018-19, and added some promising freshmen.

Wrestlers Make State

ule are not organized in a way that 
most sports are, by scheduling in-
dividual games against opponents 
from other schools.  

In the world of high school 
wrestling, as with track & field, 
the season schedule is different: 
Teams will often compete in tour-
naments or meets to have the op-

tion to wrestle more athletes from 
more schools. 

In a wrestling match there are 
multiple ways a wrestler can score 
points by executing specific ma-
neuvers, as determined by the ref-
eree. In a tournament, points for 
each wrestler are added up and the 
team with the most wins. 

Wrestlers grapple for a hold. 

Heartbreaking 
overtime loss in 
OAL sectional 
By Felipe Baires & Ian Prchlik

Headed into the OAL 
playoffs final versus 
Oakland Tech, fresh-

man Kayla Boylan thought that 
the Skyline girls soccer was 
much improved since last year, 
but noted that “we can get a lot 
better on defense.”  

Going into a Feb. 22 playoff 
matchup with the league-lead-
ing Tech team, such sentiments 
might have been front and cen-
ter considering they Titans had 
been drubbed by the Bulldogs 
7-0 back at the beginning of 
the month, on Skyline's own 
field, no less. 

Yet, for the entire first half, 
neither team scored as the Ti-
tan defense held up much bet-
ter this time out. In the second 
half, both teams scored a goal 
in regulation. Since it was a 
playoff game to see who would 
move on in state competition, a 
tie was not acceptable  and the 
game was forced into overtime.

In the end, despite a prom-
ising and successful season 
(7-1 in regular league play, 10-
3-1 overall), the match would 

end in frustrating fashion, with 
Tech winning in overtime, 2-1.  

Nearly three months earlier, 
the season had started off with 
a remarkable 5-0 beatdown of 
San Lorenzo, but was followed 
by two tough tests versus San 
Leandro and Ukiah.  

The Titans managed to tie 
with San Leandro 2-2 and had a 
difficult 1-0 loss against Ukiah.  
These games have been the dif-
ference between a solid record 
and a truly dominant one.  

Following these tough 
games, Skyline rebounded, 
beating Fremont 8-0, Madison 
Park Academy 8-2, and Oak-
land 4-2, before being crushed 
in that first match with  Tech.  

Following that tough loss, 
though, Skyline won back-to-
back games against Fremont 
and Madison Park Academy, 
and pulled out a narrow 4-3, 
last-second victory over Cas-
tlemont just to get to the OAL 
championship game.

While the season was not 
perfect, it was a solid effort and 
a big step up from the 2017-18 
season, when the squad man-
aged to go a respectable 6-6-2 
overall and 4-2-2 in league play 
but was outscored 26 goals to 
17. Compare that to this season, 
when they outscored all oppo-
nents by a whopping 52-19, ac-
cording to MaxPreps.

Soccer Girls Shoot 
High, Fall Just Short
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The Titans beat Oakland High on their home court, but lost in the rematch. 

Titan Boys Start 
Slow, Finish Strong 

Team makes 
midseason 
adjustment
By Gavani Gillard and Ian Prchlik

The Skyline girls basket-
ball team started poorly 
and could’ve be doing bet-

ter, with a record of 4-11, before 
they turned things around with a 
3-game win streak starting with a 
Jan. 25 defeat of El Cerrito High.

Once the TIitans got their foot-
ing,  they would go on a 7-4 run to 
close out the season in league play 
to finish with a respectable over-
all record of 13-15, ending up near 

Titans victorious 
for first time 
since 2012
By Ian Prchlik

The boys golf team this 
year at Skyline High ac-
complished something 

to be proud of, something to 
celebrate, something which no 
other golf team in Oakland has 
done in years.  The varsity golf 
team finally beat the Oakland 
Tech Bulldogs, for the first time 
since 2012. 

Traditionally, this team at 
Skyline is not able to compete 

In only second 
year of team, 
Titans dominate
By Ian Prchlik

In the inaugural two years of 
Skyline boys volleyball, the Ti-
tans have gone on a remarkable 

run, possibly the most successful 
sport in school history in its first 
two seasons.  

The Titans have managed to 
compile an impressive record of 
15-7 this year, which followed 
on the heels of an debut season 

By Joshua Robertson 

After an agonizing start to 
the 2018-19 season, the Ti-
tan boys basketball team 

picked up the pace and recovered 
to end up making a run in the OAL 
playoffs, avoiding a lost season for 
a team who had seemingly been in 
a fog to start off the year.  

With an overall record of only 
8-17 there is an obvious need 
(and much room) for improve-
ment. However, they were better in 
league play, breaking even at 5-5. 
And that was before a late-season-
surge sent the Titans into the play-
offs with hoops hope to spare.

The first playoff game was at 
home against Fremont. The team 
was ready for the Tigers, though, 
as they were 3-0 against them. As 
gameday arrived, the boys basket-
ball team wear their team sweat-
suits with pride before starting the 
playoffs with a bang, winning eas-
ily, 79-58.

As they headed to the next 
round in the playoffs with the big 
W, they faced a bigger challenge 
against perennial powerhouse 
McClymonds. There was hope, 
however, as we had beat Mac once 
and lost once during league play. 
As they headed into the game pray-
ing for a win, they hoped to hear 
the neutral-site crowd going crazy. 

But, sadly, we could not walk 
away with a win, losing 83-75 to 
McClymonds, which would ulti-
mately narrowly lose in the finals 
to Tech, 56-51.

 Even though they lost, though 
Skyline was proud to have made 
it the second round. Now we are 
hoping to get some good talent 
next year to rebuild and make it 
even farther.

The season started out poor-
ly, with the varsity losing three 
straight before  getting their first 
win against Mountain House, 54-
46.  

All-told, the Titans lost 10 out 
of their first 12 games on a non-
league schedule which included 
powerhouses such as Clayton Val-
ley, Franklin (Elk Grove), and Col-
lege Park (Pleasant Hill).  

These tough losses versus top- 
tier competition blended with 
heart-wrenching losses in games 
where the Titans were oh-so-close 
to pulling off a close victory, only 
to lose at the very end.

These close games included: 
a 60-58 loss at Deer Valley (An-
tioch), 78-77 loss to Concord, 52-
47 loss at Castlemont (Oakland), 
and a 51-50 loss at McClymonds 
(Oakland). 

While there seemed to be no-
where to turn for the Titans ear-
ly, signs of improvement arrived 
as they won back-to-back games 
against OAL rivals Fremont and 
Castlemont, followed soon after 
by  another back-to-back road win 
spurt at Fremont and McClymonds 
in early February.  

 The Titans were now on the 
clock as they headed into the OAL 
playoffs much improved, as they 
showed in their destruction of the 
Tigers. 

[JV had a similar up-and-down 
season, going 6-8 overall and 5-5 
in league play.]

The Titans defending their home court. 

Playoff win gives 
hope for future

Girls Hold Their Own in OAL
the .500 mark.

Frustrated with poor results in 
the non-league schedule, includ-
ing opening with four straight 
losses, there were eventually signs 
of improvement, beginning with 
winning their first gam in blow-
out fashion, 64-23, versus Envision 
Academy.  

Their winning record in OAL 
play looked even better when it 
turned out all four losses  came 
against eventual state champi-
ons, Oakland Tech and Oakland 
High (yes, that’s two state cham-
pions from the same city, in differ-
ent categories). It is safe to say, the 
competitive level in the city was 
high this year, although Skyline 
dominate its matchups with Fre-

mont (3-0), Castlemont (2-0) and 
McClymonds (2-0)

While this Skyline team has 
some obvious work cut out for 
them, we are looking forward to 
seeing them grow and improve 
next year.

The Oakland High Wildcats 
were the defending OAL champi-
ons, going 10-0 last year and went 
on to blaze through this year going 
30-5 overall and eventually win-
ning the Division 3 state basketball 
championship versus Mcfarland, 
on March 8 in Sacramento.

Similarly, the Oakland Tech 
bulldogs went 30-6 and won the 
Division 4 state title versus North-
view (Covina) on March 9.

[JV went 0-3 per MaxPreps]

Golfers Finally Beat Tech 
with other high-level programs 
in the area because of the lack of 
talent and interest a sport such as 
golf garners. But finally, the Titans 
emerged victorious over their bit-
ter rival on April 17, to prove that 
they CAN win and showed the 
school that they are to be taken se-
riously.

“It felt very relieving and amaz-
ing to beat them for the first time in 
years,” said sophomore Keon Dib-
ley. “All it took to finally win was 
for the whole team to have a good 
day.” 

He also was motivated that, “I 
think it also showed all of us that 
we can be much more competitive 
than we think we can be.”

Dibley also felt confident that 

the continuous losses to Tech 
would not return. 

“From now until my senior 
year, I can only see our team im-
proving and winning more be-
cause we are all constantly get-
ting better,” he said. 

“This improvement will 
bring us more and more suc-
cess, even after I graduate.”

The Titans were not able to 
pull off another upset in the 
OAL championship, however, 
falling to Tech on May 8 by only 
ten total strokes.  

Though a huge success was 
achieved this year, the Titans 
still have room for more im-
provement, and will seek more 
consistent play in years to come.

The boys golf team and coaches have a lot to be proud of this season. 

Boys Volleyball Takes Big Step
which saw the fresh-minted Titans 
make their way into the OAL sec-
tion championship before losing to 
Kipp King High School 3-1.  

This year, the boys again 
stormed through the league sea-
son, going 11-1 and even managed 
to beat Oakland Tech twice, both 
by scores of three games to zero.

This year's team also advanced 
to the playoffs where the Titans 
would be forced to face off against 
the dominant Kipp King Lions, 
where the Titans would not fare 
well, losing 3-1 to be knocked out 
of the playoffs in back-to-back 
years by the same team.

The season started with the Ti-

tans out of league games, where 
they went 3-5 but picked up a 
quality win versus Salesian (Rich-
mond) and two wins versus Arroyo 
(San Lorenzo).  

Once the Titans started the 
league season it seemed to be all a 
breeze, save for one minor hiccup 
against Kipp, the Titans were un-
defeated, eventually going 11-1 in 
OAL play (15-7 overall).  

The first game of the playoffs 
saw Skyline face off against Amer-
ican Indian Charter School. The 
Titans proceeded to blow out the 
Golden Eagles, 3-0. 

The next round though, would 
not treat the Titans as well.

Want to be a sports reporter? 
Join the Skyline journalism class for 2019-20 and learn how.
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Freshman 
Kamila Cortez 
Makes State 
Championship
By Antwan Adams & Jaela Sanders

Traditionally, Skyline’s swim 
team has always been one of 
our most successful sports, 

winning trophies multiple times 
throughout history and making 
it to state and regional champi-
onships. Today it is comprised of 
24 students from all grade levels 
working hard to carry on this great 
legacy. 

The season this year has been 
especially great for one freshman, 
Kamila Cortez. Kamila made it into 
Skyline history as the first fresh-
man and Latina to make it to Cal-
ifornia state championships and 
represent our school at Clovis.

Cortez has beat her personal 
best time by a few seconds, placing 
her among the top 40  swimmers in 
the state, some of whom were ac-

tually competing for Olympic qual-
ifications. 

When asked about her accom-
plishment and newfound respon-
sibility to uphold the Skyline name 
in statewide competition,  she was 
humble and excited.

“In the beginning I didn't know 
anything about state until my 
coach, Samantha Pinkler, told me 
about it. I always had the desire to 
make it to the Olympics, so with 
this opportunity and experience, 
I'm considering it even more as a 
possibility for me.”

The swim team as a whole did 
exceptionally well this season with 
numerous wins and recognitions 
despite being affected by Oakland 
Athletic League budget cuts. 

The season officially ended on 
May 3, during the swim team's 
league championship meet, where 
Cortez won in the 100-meter 
breastroke race. 

“I felt super happy about mak-
ing it to state,” she said. “It was a 
bit unexpected because I never 
knew about it before. It's all been 
a great experience and I can't wait 
for next year!” 

Swim Team Breaks 
Watery Boundaries

Bates is 
Back!
Q & A with 
returning head 
football coach
By Ian Prchlik and Felipe Baires

Q: W recently learned that 
you came back after leav-

ing for Florida [last year]. Is 
there a particular reason why 
you came back to Skyline?

A: I mean, I had some op-
tions coming back, I had 

offers to coach pretty much 
anywhere in the Bay Area, 
but Skyline is this home for 
me. So I definitely wanted to 
come back home. And this Ti-
tan Pride, it's in my blood, so 
I really felt as though I had 
no other option. It is really, 
meant to be, I have no doubt.

Q: How do you feel about 
the upcoming season 

and how the team is looking? 
How's the season shaping up?

A; I'm super excited for the 
upcoming season, and I 

just want to make sure our se-
niors get a good experience 
with Skyline football. But, I 
also want to make sure that 
our underclassmen see the 
potential in the future of the 
program and see how great it 
could be. 

I feel like we're going to 
have a winning season from 
here on out. We won't experi-
ence losing seasons, and we're 
gonna work to accomplish 
that. 

Q: You previously coached 
here in the last three sea-

sons, and each year the team 
improved his record. How can 
we ensure that this will keep 
happening? How will you en-
sure that there will be success-
ful seasons here at skyline?

A: Well, if the kids continue 
to buy in to what we have 

got going on, then we'll con-
tinue to make progress and 
we'll continue to win. I think 
it took a year for everyone to 
kind of buy into what I had go-
ing on. 

But now people kind of 
know me so they know what's 
going on. So I do not think it 
will take that extra year to 
start winning. 

Freshman swimmer Kamila Cortez and coach, prepared for state champs. 

Coach Bates, Skyline alumnus. 

have been pitching ace Elon Si-
mon, power hitter Clayton Hender-
son, team captain and catcher No-
mar Sandoval, and two impressive 
middle infielders, Henry Quintella 
and Myles Davis, all seniors.  

Along with other contributors 
up and down the lineup (including 
two juniors, as well as two sopho-
mores), this year’s Titans managed 
to steal the first seed in the OAL 
playoffs and proceeded to mercy 
rule both LPS Hayward and Castle-
mont en route to the championship 
game against the Bulldogs.

One statistic that could become 
big in the Skyline vs Tech game is 
that when facing common oppo-
nents Skyline is 11-0 while Tech 
is 7-3-1 and while Oakland Tech 
has the league's top player Adam 
Crampton (Sr.), a Stanford com-
mit, the Titans average more runs 
than the bulldogs (9.3 rpg vs 6.9 
rpg).

All this leads up to a climatic 
championship game to be held at 
the legendary home of the A's, the 
Oakland Coliseum on May 15, at 1 
p.m. 

It could be a game for the ages, 
and certainly is not one to miss.

BASEBALL: Dominant Season Ends at Coliseum
FROM BASEBALL, PAGE 1

Skyline's baseball enjoyed a fun season, with varsity (above) dominating the Oakland Athletic League.


